
A total of

1,244 
unique cancer 
patients were  

treated, (+13%)* 
resulting in

TOP 10 DIAGNOSES

28.7%
BREAST

23.0%
PROSTATE

12.1%
OTHER

7.9%
HEAD & NECK

7.6%
LUNG 

5.2%
GYNECOLOGICAL

4.7%
LYMPHOMA

4.0%
SKIN

3.3%
RECTUM/ANUS

1.8%
ESOPHAGUS/STOMACH

1.6%
KIDNEY/ 
BLADDER/URINARY

*  Percentage increase of patients  
  treated as compared to 2013
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22,213 
visits to Radiation 
Oncology (+9%)*
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Susie Gilligan
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L-R:  Nursing staff provides comfort to patients and 
families. • Novalis Tx™ radiation treatment machine 
delivers high precision doses. • Susie Gilligan stands 
with her husband Shaun by her side.  
Far left: Susie is seated at a sidewalk cafe in downtown 
Santa Barbara.

Susie Gilligan’s Story   Susie Gilligan received a number of calls on her 46th birthday, 
but one in particular was unexpected — one from her doctor. Her MRI results were in and the symptoms 
she’d been worried about had their origin in cancer: three tumors on her spine had been detected. She’d 
need to come in immediately.

“It came out of left field,” explained Susie, who felt perfectly healthy at the time of her diagnosis in January 
of 2014. “I was walking four miles a day and eating well. I’d just gone in to see my doctor because I had a 
few nagging issues. I never thought he’d tell me I had cancer.”

The MRI scans revealed malignant growths in her spinal cord that were pressing on nerves that carry 
messages to and from the brain. This had been disrupting Susie’s muscle control and leading to a loss of 
movement and numbness on the right side of her body.

Her particular form of cancer is rare, the doctors told her, and it is also hard to treat. Because the cells are 
embedded in such a sensitive area, surgeons rarely operate. Radiation is the most common therapy, but 
even that doesn’t always help. After all the tests and consultations, Susie was given six to twelve months  
to live.

But the wheelchair that doctors thought she’d never live without is now gathering dust in a corner in 
her living room; the walker that superseded it still gets use but not as much as it did. As Susie’s strength 
returns, she’s been able to walk along the beach again, holding hands with her husband Shaun. 

Susie’s team of doctors, nurses and physical therapists from the Cancer Center and Sansum Clinic have also 
been by her side. “I’ve met incredible people along this journey,” Susie reflects. “They’ve all been wonderful. 
Medical Oncologist/Hematologist Dr. Thomas Woliver has been personable and easy to talk to, and Radia-
tion Oncologist Lindsay Blount, MD who oversaw my radiation treatment made me feel comfortable  
and safe. 

Patient Navigator Cindy Gasser scheduled my appointments and accompanied me and deciphered all the 
complex information coming our way. Sherry Massey, a Support Services case worker, assisted me with 
complicated paperwork and finances. And the Well-Fit™ program, which provides physical training at the 
Santa Barbara Athletic Club for cancer patients twice a week, helped my body heal while providing a sense 
of community and camaraderie. It’s where I met another woman who has lived with the same condition  
I have for over a decade — she’s become an inspiration.”

“I wouldn’t be around without these people,” Susie states unequivocally, noting that her health has 
improved because of the support she’s received. “I’ve been amazingly lucky.”  L

As the sole provider of Radiation Oncology in Santa Barbara, the Cancer Center is proud to offer treatment for many different types of cancer. The Radiation Oncology  
department offers a wide range of capabilities including standard external beam radiation therapy, stereotactic radiosurgery and brachytherapy. Patients receive  
compassionate care delivered by our physician-led teams with highly skilled nurses, technologists and medical assistants. Radiation Oncology has always depended on  
technology to treat cancer patients, and in 2014, this department made significant investments in process, technology and people, including an upgrade to Monaco 5  
treatment planning software — which ensures each dose delivered precisely matches the prescribed dose, regardless of variations in surrounding tissue density.  
Our physicians receive training from world renowned institutions and bring it back to Santa Barbara for the benefit of our patients.

Radiation Oncology


